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THIS IS THE SUGGESTED 21 DAY ITINERARY FOR SOUTH AFRICA

DAY 1 OF 21 DAYS : ARRIVAL AND TABLE MOUNTAIN
Arrive in Cape Town and head to your accommodation. If you’re feeling energetic after lunch, take a walk up the infamous Table Mountain otherwise take a ride in the cable car. This is the ideal location to enjoy the views of “the Fairest Cape in the whole World” (Sir Francis Drake).

DAY 2 OF 21 DAYS : ROBBEN ISLAND & WATER FRONT
We take a trip to Robben Island, which was for 17 years, the “home” of South Africa’s former President, Nelson “Madiba” Mandela. This is an opportunity to gain insights into South Africa’s political history and our current process of reconciliation. The afternoon will be spent having a braai (barbeque) while interacting with local South Africans

DAY 3 OF 21 DAYS : CAPE POINT AND PENINCIULA
We begin the morning with a leisurely drive along the Atlantic Sea Board through Sea Point and Camps Bay with the 12 Apostles towering above us. when we arrive in Hout bay you will have the opportunity to go on a glass bottom boat trip to Duiker Island which is home to 20 000 Cape Fur Seals. We then drive along the extremely scenic Chapmans Peak Drive towards the Cape of Good Hope Nature Reserve where you can stand at the most South Westerly tip of Africa, view the legendary meeting points of the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, and you may even have a chance encounter with a Chacma Baboon.We then turn south and move onto the Boulders Beach Penguin Colony which is home to 5000 African Penguins. Here we will also have an opportunity to go for a swim of time and weather allows. We carry on along the False Bay coast through the historical naval town of Simon’s Town, the quaint fishing village of Kalkbay, and the surfing suburb of Muizenberg. During Whale season, this drive allows you the perfect opportunity to spot these magnificent mammals of the deep. We then visit the beautiful Kirstenbosh Botanical Gardens to stroll through thousands of indigenous and exotic plants and admire the views over Cape Town, a perfect way to end a perfect tour

DAY 4 OF 21 DAYS : CAPE TOWN & WEST COAST
Kirstenbosch Botanical Garden stretches along the eastern slopes of Table Mountain. It was founded in 1913 by the botanist Henry Pearson. Because of its different altitude, this area is suitable as a biotope for a great variety of the plants of Southern Africa. Web of hiking trails provides wonderful scenic walks through the indigenous Fynbos vegetation. The afternoon we visit The West Coast Fossil Park, a component of Iziko: Museums of Cape Town, offers students, school children and the general public an opportunity to have an on-site fossil experience. People can learn about ancient environments; the animal life and the climatic changes that occurred in this region 5 million years ago.

DAY 5 OF 21 DAYS : WESTERN CAPE WINE REGION
Welcome to the Stellenbosch American Express® Wine Routes, one of the biggest tourist attractions in the Western Cape. The original Stellenbosch Wine Route was founded in 1971 and has been promoting its members for more than 30 years. Today the new Stellenbosch American Express® Wine Routes represent more than 200 wine and grape producers within the boundaries of the Stellenbosch Wine of Origin classification. The Wine Route is divided into five sub-routes and we choose one for a fantastic wine tasting afternoon 
DAY 6 OF 21 DAYS : CAPE AGULHAS
In the most southerly region of Africa, only one hour east of Cape Town, lies the fairest Cape's best kept secret. The Overberg - a name translated, means 'the other side of the mountain'. To early settlers it represented the land beyond the mountains of Africa, a region rich in resources as well as boundless treasures.Two roads, both scenic delights will take travelers to the Overberg. The major route is the N2 highway that climbs the heights via Sir Lowry's Pass before descending, more gently, to and through a pleasant countryside of orchards, wheat fields and rich pastures.The minor route (in excellent condition) takes visitors from Gordons Bay along a steep coastal road carved from the sea cliffs, to Hermanus before turning inland. We drive to Cape Agulhas where the Indian and Atlantic oceans met.
DAY 7 OF 21 DAYS : GEORGE ON THE GARDEN ROUTE
The Cape Floral Kingdom spreads its rich finery throughout the George region, encompassing two vegetation types: Fynbos and Afromontane forest. A short journey across the Outeniqua mountains opens up yet another floral wonderland: the semi-arid succulent Karoo. The whole Garden Route is a natural garden that is part of the Cape Floral Kingdom, which is the world´s smallest but richest plant kingdom, boasting some 8 500 species of which 68% occur only in South Africa. The Garden Route offers a great diversity of vegetation types as well as several special plants of its own. Visit the Garden Route Botanical Garden at the top of Caledon Street. We also visit the Cango caves and cheeta breeding farm in Oudtshoorn
DAY 8 OF 21 DAYS : KNYSNA ON THE GARDEN ROUTE
The Knysna region covers a total surface area of 1 059 km². The town is situated mainly along the northern shores of the Knysna Lagoon, while the region is bordered by the Outeniqua Mountains and the Indian Ocean.The region’s flora includes Afro-montane, or temperate rainforest, which covers the hilly terrain. An abundance of unique Cape Fynbos (‘fine or delicate bush’) grows throughout the region. The climate in Knysna is generally temperate and pleasant throughout the year. Whatever the season, Knysna stays green. Rain falls mostly at night, frost is rare and light snow falls only on the mountain peaks - and only once or twice a year. Summer is warm to hot during the day, wear light clothing, a hat and a wide-spectrum sun-block during the day whilst a light sweater may be required at night. Winter is generally warm during the day and cool to cold at night, wear layers of clothing which are easily removed during the day and a warm coat at night.

DAY 9 OF 21 DAYS : PORT ELIZABETH ON THE GARDEN ROUTE
Nelson Mandela Bay, home to Port Elizabeth, Uitenhage and Despatch is the only metropolitan area that was allowed by the former president to bear his name. By adopting his name, the metro strives to align itself with the "spirit of freedom" eminent in the life and life-long philosophy of this great man.The estimated population of Nelson Mandela Bay comprises over 1, 5 million, making it South Africa's fifth largest city in terms of population and the second largest in terms of area. Situated on the shores of the Indian Ocean, overlooking Algoa Bay, this bustling seaport city flaunts an atmosphere of relaxed year-round fun and excitement. Warm, dry Summer and mild Winter temperatures entice water sport lovers to Algoa Bay throughout the year. The breathtaking seashore boasts a perfect combination of warm water, protected beaches and invigorating sea breezes. Here you will find some of the world's best sailing venues, first-rate scuba diving with colorful coral species, beautiful reefs and shipwrecks, near perfect conditions for wind-surfing, angling, snorkeling, kite-surfing, fly-fishing and canoeing

DAY 10 OF 21 DAYS : BLOEMFONTEIN IN THE FREE STATE
Bloemfontein can be viewed from the top of Naval Hill, where one also come across wildlife in the Franklin Game Reserve, the only reserve of its kind in the world completely surrounded by a city. Bloemfontein offers up-market shopping centers, hundreds of restaurants and a host of nightlife opportunities. The streets of Bloemfontein are lined with magnificent sandstone architecture especially President Brand Street, which is well worth a walk down. There are many impressive museums and monuments - one of which is the national Women's Memorial commemorating the 27 000 women and children who perished during the Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902. A little later in history the ANC was formed in 1912 in the Mangaung township of Batho, while the Nationalist Party was founded in Bloemfontein in 1914.Bloemfontein has a busy cultural and social events calendar. One of the annual events not to be missed, is the Macufe Festival in September, a cultural eisteddfod of storytelling, poetry, art, music and dance. In terms of arts and entertainment, Bloemfontein offers the world-class Sand du Plessis Theatre. This draws nationally acclaimed events and artist performances. Close to it, one can enjoy meals at Loch Logan Waterfront at one of the exquisite restaurants. This Waterfront has a permanent flea market which offers the best craft found from this region. Meanwhile, for a true African ghetto experience, visit the historical township jazz performances. 

DAY 11 OF 21 DAYS : KIMBERELY – THE DIAMOND CAPITAL
Diamond Fields Destinations and Attractions: During the world's greatest diamond rush, hordes of prospectors converged on the region, scouring the river banks and sifting soil in a frenetic quest for wealth. At times, there were as many as 30 000 diggers working all day and far into the night. Although the name Kimberley evokes images of glamour and romance, the diamond heyday was an era of blood, sweat and tears, high stakes and ruthless power struggles. Kimberley’s Big Hole, measuring over a kilometer deep with a surface area of 17 hectares (although it isn’t the biggest hand-dug hole; the Jagersfontein Mine takes the credit for that) formed part of the diamond rush of the 1870s where men, with little more than man-made tools, managed to remove three tons of diamonds and 22,5 million tons of earth in the process. Today the hole is not as deep. Not only was it used as a receptacle in which to throw debris after it was abandoned, but ground water seeps into the hole leaving only 175 meters of the 215 meter depth visible.

DAY 12 OF 21 DAYS : CLARENS & GOLDEN GATE NP
So there we were on the road to the wide open land of the Free State and after a few hours drive we arrived in Clarens, a lovely artistic town with lots of charm and coize places. We choose to drive on and landed up in a place called Caledon Gardens (see http://www.caledonga-rdens.com). Mike and Sharon, our hosts, treated us to a lovely meal and we enjoyed the fine food and relaxing atmosphere. This place is really one of the best kept secrets in the Free State. Next day we can head out to Lesotho and enjoyed the real African culture. We also had a wonderful hike into the nature there. All in all a wonderful day and time well spend to relax. Nestled in the rolling foothills of the Maluti Mountains of the north eastern Free State lies the Golden Gate Highlands National Park. The park derives its name from the brilliant shades of gold cast by the sun on the park's sandstone cliffs, especially the imposing Brandwag rock, keeping vigil over the main rest camp. This 11 600 hectares of unique environment is true highland habitat, providing home to a variety of mammals – black wildebeest, eland, blesbok, oribi, springbok and Burchell's zebra - and birds, including the rare bearded vulture (lammergeier) and the equally rare bald ibis, which breed on the ledges in the sandstone cliffs. Ribbokkop, the highest point in the park, reveals a breathtaking tapestry of red, yellow and purple hues

DAY 13 OF 21 DAYS : PIETERMARITZBURG
Pietermaritzburg boasts a high concentration of tourist attractions with the vast majority easily accessed via comfortable, self-guided Town Trails. Standing on the original Voortrekker site, the City Hall holds two southern hemisphere records - for the largest all-brick building and the largest pipe- organ. The Parliament Buildings are rooted in history...the foundation stone laid on 21 June 1887 to mark Queen Victoria's Jubilee, and its soaring columns plus copper domes reflecting the grand, seemingly-invincible mood of the time.Try one of the easy hiking trails on the edge of Pietermaritzburg for a higher ratio of country-to-city. The Green Belt at Ferncliff and aptly-named World's View, plus Savannah at Bisley Nature Reserve, each offer the enjoyment of wild flowers, birdlife and small animals within a gentle stroll. Queen Elizabeth Park is not only the reserve home of KZN Wildlife authorities, but also the opportunity to picnic, explore and view rhino. A garden of more sombre mood is among the city's war memorials - the Garden of Remembrance holds the famous Weeping Cross of Delville Wood...built of timber salvaged from that dreadful battlefield. The cross 'weeps' on, or around, the July anniversary of the First World War battle in which many South African servicemen lost their lives. Another unfortunate event with enormous ramifications was the eviction, in 1893, of young Indian lawyer Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi from a 1st Class “Whites Only” railway carriage on Pietermaritzburg Station. A striking statue in Church Street Mall pays homage to the Mahatma - Great Soul - whose profoundly influential, deeply revered philosophy-in-practice began here with a racial incident typical of the 'Old South Africa'

DAY 14 OF 21 DAYS : DURBAN
Durban is a sophisticated cosmopolitan city of over three million people - a city where east meets west - a city beneath which beats the pulse of Africa - city known as the home of Africa's best managed, busiest port.

Durban is an exciting city in which to play, shop, experiences the nightlife and to relax. It's a city in which business and debate issues, which have far-reaching effects, not only on Africa but way beyond its borders, are discussed.

The world-class International Convention Centre Durban has hosted an historic line-up of events including conferences of a global scale. Leisure facilities abound. Visit uShaka Marine World, Wilson's Wharf on the Victoria Embankment and the nearby BAT centre. Enjoy fine and traditional dining, entertainment and shopping in scenic surroundings. Shop till you drop in modern shopping malls. Grey Street and the Warwick Triangle boast vibrant local shops and markets. Beachfront stalls sell traditional arts and crafts. Enjoy the excellent entertainment on offer at the city's theatres and clubs or take a township tour. If it's peace and sheer beauty you are after, make for Durban's nature sanctuaries or parks. The Botanical Gardens are of particular interest - ask about their 'Music by the Lake' evenings - wonderful music played by KZN's Philharmonic Orchestra in wonder surround sounds, sail, swim, run, and play tennis or alternatively stroll along or relax on the sun-drenched beaches watching the world go by: Playground of the Zulu Kingdom.

DAY 15 OF 21 DAYS : DURBAN ON THE BEACH
This day is at leisure on the Durban North Beach

DAY 16 OF 21 DAYS : NELSPRUIT
Nelspruit is a city of 221,474 people (2000) situated in northeastern South Africa. It is the capital of the Mpumalanga province (formerly Eastern Transvaal). Located on the Crocodile River (known as the Krokodil rivier  in Afrikaans), Nelspruit lies about 100 kilometers (60 miles) west of the Mozambique border. This border is 330 kilometres (205 miles) east of Johannesburg. The nearest township is KaNyamazane, a few kilometres east of Nelspruit. Nelspruit was founded in 1905 by three brothers of the Nel family who grazed their cattle around the site of Nelspruit during the winter months. It is a key manufacturing and agricultural hub for northeastern South Africa. Major industries include the canning of citrus fruit, paper production, furniture manufacture and timber mills. Fertile soils and subtropical climate provide perfect conditions for the growing of citrus and tropical fruits, mainly mango, banana, avocado and Macadamia nuts. There are many orange farms in the area around Nelspruit.

The city has two airports, Kruger Mpumalanga International Airport to the north east, and the general aviation Nelspruit Airport to the south west. Kruger Mpumalanga is used for scheduled flights to Johannesburg and, less frequently, to Cape Town and other cities. It is also home to the Government Research Institute for Citrus and Subtropical Fruits, and the Lowveld Botanical Gardens.Nelspruit is a major stopover point for tourists travelling to the Kruger National Park and to Mozambique. Tourists from Mozambique also stimulate the economy of the city significantly. During the Boer War, Nelspruit served briefly as the seat of government for the South African Republic (not to be confused with the Republic of South Africa), an independent Boer Republic. Nelspruit has planned a new soccer stadium for the 2010 Football World Cup. Its name is Mbombela Stadium and will have a capacity of 40,000

DAY 17 OF 21 DAYS : KRUGER NASIONAL PARK
Where nearly 2 million hectares of unrivalled diversity of life forms fuses with historical and archaeological sights – this is real Africa.

The world-renowned Kruger National Park offers a wildlife experience that ranks with the best in Africa. Established in 1898 to protect the wildlife of the South African Lowveld, this national park of nearly 2 million hectares, SANParks - Kruger National Park is unrivalled in the diversity of its life forms and a world leader in advanced environmental management techniques and policies. Truly the flagship of the South African national parks, Kruger is home to an impressive number of species: 336 trees, 49 fish, 34 amphibians, 114 reptiles, 507 birds and 147 mammals. Man's interaction with the Lowveld environment over many centuries - from bushman rock paintings to majestic archaeological sites like Masorini and Thulamela - is very evident in the Kruger National Park. These treasures represent the cultures, persons and events that played a role in the history of the Kruger National Park and are conserved along with the park's natural assets.

DAY 18 OF 21 DAYS : KRUGER NASTIONAL PARK
This day is for us to find the following fauna and flora in Kruger NP

The Big Five – Buffalo, Elephant, Leopard, Lion and Rhino. 

The Little Five – Buffalo Weaver, Elephant Shrew, Leopard Tortoise, Ant Lion and Rhino Beetle. 

Birding Big Six– Ground Hornbill, Kori Bustard, Lappet- faced Vulture, Martial Eagle, Pel’s Fishing Owl and Saddle-bill Stork. 

Five Trees – Baobab, Fever Tree, Knob Thorn, Marula, Mopane. 

Natural/Cultural Features – Letaba Elephant Museum, Jock of the Bushveld Route, Albasini Ruins, Maserini Ruins, Stevenson Hamilton Memorial Library, Thulamela.

DAY 19 OF 21 DAYS : PRETORIA 
Pretoria is a city located in the northern part of Gauteng Province, South Africa. It is one of the country's three capital cities, serving as the executive (administrative) and de facto national capital; the others are Cape Town, the legislative capital, and Bloemfontein, the judicial capital.Pretoria is contained in the City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality as one of several constituent former administrations (among which also Centurion and Soshanguve), and therefore sometimes incorrectly referred to as Tshwane — this contentious issue is still being decided as of 22 October 2008. After lunch we visit several National monuments like Freedom Park for Dr Nelson Mandela
DAY 20 OF 21 DAYS : PRETORIA
Affectionately known as the Jacaranda City for all the purple blossom-bedecked trees, which line its thoroughfares in summer, Pretoria is an elegant, quiet city that's a perfect contrast with its more frenetic neighbours, Johannesburg, just half an hour away. Pretoria has a long, involved and fascinating history - first as the capital of the independent Boer republic of the Transvaal, then as one of the three capitals of South Africa, it became an international synonym for apartheid. But that all changed in 1994. With Nelson Mandela's inauguration, the Union Buildings morphed overnight from a symbol of white, neo-colonial domination to one of true unity. And it's only one of the many landmarks in this cultural city

DAY 21 OF 21 DAYS : JOHANNESBURG AND DEPARTURE
Johannesburg is about money. It's a city built on dreams of great wealth - literally built on gold. And while the gold mines are now on the outskirts of the city itself, it is money that drives this vibrant city that is widely accepted to be the economic powerhouse of Africa. Not many visitors actually put Johannesburg on their itineraries but most end up spending a day or two here anyway, as it is the main air traffic hub of southern Africa - in fact, of Africa. And guess what? After initially whingeing to their travel agents about having to spend a whole day here, many want to stay longer. Johannesburg has had very bad press. Sure - it's not Utopia, and it's a city where you need to keep your wits about you and preferably not much else, but it's not the criminalized war zone that's been portrayed in the media. And it's a truly vibe place.

After a long and memorable tour we greet you on your way home and we wonder how long it will be before we get you on the next African Safari

right here with ECO4X4AFRICA.

where you need to keep your wits about you and preferably not much else, but it's not the criminalized war zone that's been portrayed in the media. And it's a truly vibe place.

After a long and memorable tour we greet you on your way home and we wonder how long it will be before we get you on the next African Safari

right here with ECO4X4AFRICA.

[image: image1.jpg]=



MY OWN BUS FOR TAVEL
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MY 4X4’S FOR RENTAL
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